A Template for the Presentation

Hello. My name is ________ and I am here tonight to request your help with an issue concerning our veterans.
Most of you probably think that the older veterans are being taken care of, and all their injuries from Wars are being treated by the Veterans Administration Hospitals. But there is a group of veterans from the Vietnam War who have injuries they received while on active duty and the VA is NOT taking care of them. 
Those are the veterans of the US Navy (and a few Marines) who were poisoned by the chemicals that were in Agent Orange, a defoliant used in Vietnam. The worst component was Dioxin.
These men served off the coast of Vietnam and the VA is refusing to provide them with the standard VA Health Care and Compensation benefits received by other Vietnam veterans. 
(My husband is…)(My friend is….)(I am….) one of those veterans who have been disabled by exposure to Dioxin. Dioxin can take 30 years or more before it becomes a serious and life-threatening problem. He is part of a national organization that is trying to get the VA to provide treatment for their injuries. 
There is Legislation in the House of Representatives (HR-543) that will require the VA to once again provide health care and compensation to these disabled veterans – because at one point in time they did give benefits to these men. But about 12 years ago, they took those benefits away.
I would like to ask this ____(City Council… Or Other Body) to pass a resolution to support these men and their efforts. It will send a message to our government that the ordinary people at a grassroots level believe in caring for the wounded warriors. 
I have a copy of that resolution that I will submit to ____(the Town Clerk) so you can each get a copy. Then you will understand more of the details behind this situation. A veteran’s organization, The Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Association, is collecting Resolutions in Support of the legislation needed to care for these disabled veterans.
I hope that, after reading this material, you will see that these men deserve to be cared for like all other veterans of the Vietnam War.

